The time has arrived in which glaucoma can no longer be considered as a mere nosological term unconnected with any known pathological condition, and although there may be difference of opinion at present as to the exact seat of the lesion, the train of phenomena presented by every case, establishes the fact, beyond a doubt, that glaucoma is as much an independent disease as pneumonia or dysentery. On examination, the eyeball was found to be of stony hardness ; there was extreme vascularity of the conjunctiva. Iris muddy, and pushed forwards; pupil widely dilated and insensible to light. The dioptric media being hazy, and the patient not able to bear an examination, nothing satisfactory could be made out by the ophthalmoscope ; his sight was confined to the perception of the white surface of paper only.
The time has arrived in which glaucoma can no longer be considered as a mere nosological term unconnected with any known pathological condition, and although there may be difference of opinion at present as to the exact seat of the lesion, the train of phenomena presented by every case, establishes the fact, beyond a doubt, that glaucoma is as much an independent disease as pneumonia or dysentery.
Our returns of the hospital, prior to the year 1864, do not mention the operation of iridectomy, and although there is notice taken of the disease here and there, the number entered in each annual return is very small indeed, compared with that for 1864 and 1865. It appears, therefore, that the symptoms of the disease were not fully appreciated, and as opacity of lens is very frequent in the latter stages of glaucoma, or the disease may appear in an eye already affected with cataract, this non-appreciation of the symptoms of glaucoma was no doubt one of tho causes of failure in some cases of extraction.
The number of patients that resort to our hospital at the present time, suffering from glaucoma ; the agony under which many of tliem labour ; the fact that experience teaches us On examination, the eyeball was found to be of stony hardness ; there was extreme vascularity of the conjunctiva. Iris muddy, and pushed forwards; pupil widely dilated and insensible to light. The dioptric media being hazy, and the patient not able to bear an examination, nothing satisfactory could be made out by the ophthalmoscope ; his sight was confined to the perception of the white surface of paper only.
The patient was put under chloroform, and the operation of iridectomy was performed by Dr. Macnamara, the opening into the anterior chamber being made from above.
Immediately after operation the tension of the eyeball was perceptibly diminished, and when he had awoke from the effects of the chloroform, he felt himself considerably relieved.
On the following morning, nothing but slight pain of the eyeball continued, and he could see fingers distinctly to the distance of three feet. He went on gradually improving, and left the hospital in a few days.
This patient, a Jewess, aged 50, had only one eye, the left one was lost some time ago by a similar attack. Fifteen days prior to her appearance in the hospital, she had ciliary neurosis of the right side, and dimness of vision; these symptoms gradually increasing up till the time she came to hospital ; she had very violent pains in the head and eyeball, and her sight was confined to the perception of bright lights only ; the eyeball was of stony hardness; the pupil widely dilated and insensible to the action of light ; the vessels of the conjunctiva and sclerotic congested ; lens greenish and opaque ; and, as far as could be seen through the opaque lens, the f undus of the eye was generally congested. Iridectomy was performed by Dr. Macnamara on the 2nd of February, and in forty-eight hours the pain had almost disappeared ; she could not, however, see well till the 7th of the month, by which time the clot of blood which had formed in front of the pupil being absorbed, the lens was seen to have lost its greenish appearance, and she could see letteis and lines distinctly on the paper. 
